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openwork pattern. Double crochet is used in the same way 
as single crochet, but is twice as wide. Other crochet 
stitches include netting, the rose stitch, and the shell stitch. 

Crocheting is done with fine thread and a fine hook 
for lacy doilies and trimmings. A medium thread and 
needle are used for crocheting bedspreads, gloves, and 
potholders. With wool yarn and a needle of medium 
size, a person can crochet stoles, berets, sweaters, and 
afghans. Heavy yarns or fabric strips may be crocheted 
with a large hook to make rugs or mats. 

Crocheting is an ancient craft. Although the lace can 
be made by machine, workers in Belgium, Italy, 
France, and China continue to produce it by hand. An 
excellent Italian crochet work is called Orvieto lace. 

The Irish have made perhaps the most beautiful 
crochet. Crochet lace was introduced into Ireland about 
1820. Using very fine thread, Irish women developed a 
type of lace using a series of three-leafed shamrocks, 
roses, and little rings surrounded by a lacy background 
of chain stitches with small picots, or knots. This type of 
lace can be recognized by the whiteness of the linen 
thread used. HELEN MARLEY CALAWAY 

CROCKETT, DAVID (1786-1836), was one of the most 
famous frontiersmen in United States history. He was 
an expert marksman and became a colonel in the Ten- 
nessce militia. “Davy” Crockett also served in Congress. 

Crockett was a humorist, and he told and wrote many 
tall stories about himself. Other writers exaggerated 
these stories even more, and Crockett became a well- 
known folk hero during his lifetime. One tale tells of 
the time Crockett aimed his rifle, “Betsy,” at a raccoon 
in a tree. ‘The animal recognized Crockett and cried, 
“Don’t shoot, Colonel. Pll come down. I know when 
I’m a gone coon.” 

Early Life. Crockett was born on Aug. 17, 1786, in 
northeastern ‘Tennessee near what is now Rogersville. 
His father had several business failures, and the family 
moved frequently. They settled in Jeflerson County in 
1795, and Davy's father operated a tavern there, 

Davy first went to school when he was 13 years old 
—but for only four days. He left school after fighting 
with another boy and ran away from home for three 
years to avoid punishment. In 1806, he married Polly 
Finley, the daughter of a Tennessee farmer. They had 
three children. 

Crockett joined the Army in 1813 and fought the 
Creek Indians in what is now Alabama and Florida, He 
returned to ‘Tennessee in 1815 and joined the state 
militia. His wife died that same year. In 1816, Crockett 
married Elizabeth Patton, a young widow with two 
children who lived nearby. ‘They settled in a wild area of 
western Tennessee, where Crockett told of killing 105 
bears in seven mont 

Political Career. Crockett became a justice of the 

ace in 1817 and a colonel in the Tennessee militia in 
1818. He served in the Tennessee Legislature from 1821 
to 1824. Crockett, a Democrat, ran for the U.S. House 
of Representatives in 1825 but was defeated. He ran 
again in 1827, and his humorous remarks during the 
campaign made him widely popular. Once, a flock of 
guinea hens drowned out a speech by his opponent with 
their “cr-cr-kt” sounds. Crockett declared that the hens 
had been saying “Crockett!” He won the election and 
was re-elected in 1829. 

While Crockett was 
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n Congress, he had many dis- 
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putes with President Andrew Jackson, though they be- 
longed to the same party. Jackson opposed Crockett’s 
major legislation, a bill to prevent the government from 
removing settlers from federally owned land. The bill 
was defeated, and Crockett thereafter fought much 
legislation favored by Jackson. 

The Democrats withdrew support from Crockett in 
1831, and he lost his bid for re-election. The Whig Party 
helped him win the 1833 election, but the Whigs op- 
posed his land bill. They also persuaded him to make 
speeches against Jackson. Crockett lost the election of 
1835. 

The Alamo. In 1835, Crockett went to what is now 
Texas to find a new place to settle. He hoped to gain 
political support there and run for Congress if Texas 
became part of the United States. When he arrived, 
Texas was fighting for its independence from Mexico. 

In early February 1836, Crockett joined about 185 
men who had established a fort at the Alamo, an old 
Roman Catholic mission in San Antonio. On March 6, 
Mexican troops attacked the Alamo and killed all its 
defenders. Some historians believe that Crockett and 
five others survived the attack but were then executed 
by a Mexican firing squad. Howarn R. LAMAR 
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“Davy” Crockett was a famous hunter, scout, soldier, and Con- 
gressman. He posed in hunting clothes for this portrait in 1834. 
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